Kids Daily
Christ Reader

30 devotions for seeking ALL of Christ
Written by Chris & Asia Heinz,
a daddy and daughter team

Welcome to the Kids Daily Christ Reader!
The Kids Daily Christ Reader is a resource for Christ Kids, a ministry of
ChristNow.com. Christ Kids helps children know Jesus in the majesty of his
spectacular supremacy. If Jesus is the greatest hope for your child, then a
diminished vision of Jesus is the greatest crisis for your child.
Diminished View of Christ
Our children can end up inadvertently treating Jesus as only a:






Mere human who was born, helped people and died
Great teacher with good stories but little relevance for now
Savior envisioned as still hanging on the cross
Once-risen Lord with minimal power or authority today
Soon-coming king who is not a currently active king

Full Vision of Christ
What if instead we taught our children the exciting message about the greatness
of who Jesus is right now, such as:





His Ascension to the right hand of the Father as ruler of the universe
His supremacy over all things and its implications for daily living
What he’s up to right now, active among his people and the nations
How he wants to actively involve us in the fullness of his reigning life

Truths like these can help complete the picture of ALL Christ is at this very
moment, which can change our child’s relationship with him forever.
About the Kids Daily Christ Reader
The Kids Daily Christ Reader was written by Chris Heinz and his 12-year-old
daughter, Asia, and illustrated by Andy Mylin. Written at a fourth grade reading
level, older children will be able to read it on their own. Younger children will
benefit from an older reader helping them. More devotions will be added because
there’s still so much more to know of Christ.
About ChristNow.com
ChristNow.com offers free interactive ministries and multimedia resources to
grow your vision and experience of God’s Son, including: Christ Talks, Christ
Kids, Christ Casts, Christ Institutes, plus worship videos, daily devotions, story
videos, email journeys...and much more. ChristNow.com is always free—from the
Church, for the Church. Visit ChristNow.com today!
© 2016 Chris Heinz
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The Super King
“On [Christ's] robe...was written the name: ‘King of kings and Lord
of lords.’” – Revelation 19:16 (GNT)
If you were a king or
queen for the day, what
would you do? Would
you eat ice cream
sundaes for every meal?
Make everyone wear
pajamas for the whole
day? Would you cancel
school? Kings and
queens have the power
to do anything they
want. It sounds fun,
doesn’t it?
Throughout history,
there have been lots of kings and queens. They have commanded
armies, taken over lands, and gained great riches. There have been
good kings who helped their people and bad kings who hurt their
people. Whether good or bad, they still had lots of power.
In the Bible, Revelation 19:16 says that on Christ’s robe is written,
“King of kings and Lord of lords.” Of all the kings that ever lived,
Jesus is the Super King. He always helps his people. Jesus will always
have more power, more armies, more lands, and more riches than any
other king. And because he’s the Super King, every king and queen
will bow to him.
Heavenly Father, I honor Jesus as the Super King. There is no greater
king than he. Amen.
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God’s Backpack
“All of God lives fully in Christ (even when Christ was on earth).”
– Colossians 2:9 (ICB)
Have you ever put so
many things into your
backpack that it got too
heavy to carry? What
was in it?
Maybe books, school
supplies, your lunch,
extra clothes, and an
activity? Or maybe some
other things that were
important, too.
In the Bible, Colossians
2:9 says that all of God
the Father lives in Jesus
Christ. This means that all of God fits inside of Jesus. Whoa, think
about it. All of God’s qualities like his kindness, power, love, and
wisdom are in Jesus. Jesus is able to contain all of God within
himself. This means that if you want to know what God is like, just
look at Jesus.
In a way, Jesus is like God’s backpack with so many good and
important things inside. So maybe when you see your backpack, it can
remind you to look at Jesus if you want to know God. But unlike your
backpack, Jesus can never get too heavy to carry, even with all of God
crammed inside.
Heavenly Father, thank you that you live fully in Christ. Help me to
think of Jesus whenever I see my backpack. Amen.
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Left Out
“[Jesus] came to his own country, but his own people did not receive
him.” – John 1:11 (GNT)
Have you ever been
rejected by someone? To
be rejected is to be
ignored, turned away, or
left out. It’s like trying
out for the basketball
team and not making it.
Jesus knows how it feels
to be rejected. In the
Bible, John 1:11 says
that Jesus came to his
own country, but even
his own people rejected
him.
That’s like if your friends were on the basketball team, and they were
the ones who decided not to choose you. You would feel rejected by
your friends. This is what happened to Jesus. He came to his own
people, and they turned him away. They didn’t welcome him, they left
him out. But you can treat Jesus well.
You can tell Jesus he’s welcome anytime. You can open your heart
and let Jesus come into your life. When you do, you’ll join in his life,
too. Would you like to do this right now? And remember—the next
time you’re rejected, you can talk to Jesus because he understands.
Heavenly Father, I want to welcome Jesus into my life and join in his
life, too. Thank you for never rejecting me. Amen.
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Who Jesus Welcomes
“But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the children come
to me and do not stop them…’” – Luke 18:16 (GNT)
One day when Jesus
lived on Earth, he was
walking around, and a
large crowd followed
him. Moms and dads
began bringing their
babies and small
children to Jesus so he
could pray for them.
At first Jesus’ disciples
tried to stop the children
from coming to Jesus.
But Jesus didn’t like
that.
In the Bible, Luke 18:16 says that Jesus called the children to him and
warned the people not to stop the children from coming to him.
That’s because Jesus wanted the children around him. He wanted
them to know they were always welcome. Jesus loved the children so
much.
He didn’t think grownups were more important than children. He
didn’t treat children any less just because they were young. In fact,
Jesus invited the children to come close to him. This is how Jesus
feels about you. He invites you to come close to him any time you
want. He will never stop you from coming near.
Heavenly Father, thank you that Jesus always welcomes me. Help me
to remember it. Amen.
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Three-in-One
“The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in [Jesus’]
name, will teach you everything and make you remember all that
[Jesus] told you.” – John 14:26 (GNT)
Have you ever seen a
three-leaf clover? Threeleaf clovers have a stem
and three leaves. Even
though they have three
leaves, they form one
clover.
You could say a threeleaf clover is “three-inone.” Did you know that
God is also “three-inone?”
In the Bible, John 14:26
mentions the Father and
Jesus and the Holy Spirit. How many is that? Right, it’s three. In God
there are three persons—the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit—and
there are three leafs on the clover. That’s the “three” part of God
being “three-in-one.” But God is also “one.”
There are three leaves on a clover, but how many clovers are there?
Right, just one. So at the same time, there are three leaves and one
clover. It’s the same with God. There are three persons, but at the
same time, there is one God. Next time you see a three-leaf clover,
think about God, who is three-in-one.
Heavenly Father, you are three-in-one with Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
It’s hard to understand, but I believe it. Amen.
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Before the World Began
“Before the world began, there was [Christ]. [Christ] was with God,
and [Christ] was God.” – John 1:1 (ICB)
Have you ever gone
spelunking? Spelunking
is when you explore a
cave. Since caves are
under the ground, the
daylight doesn’t shine in
there.
If you placed your hand
in front of your face, you
wouldn’t be able to see
your hand. That’s how
dark caves are. Make
sure to bring a flashlight
when you go
spelunking!
In the Bible, John 1:1 says that before the world began, Christ was
there. Imagine what it was like before the world began. There was no
light—it was always as dark as the cave. Plus there was no ground, so
there weren’t even caves around. There were no buildings, no oceans,
no animals, no people. There was nothing.
But there was God. Each of the persons of the Godhead were there—
the Father, the Son (called Christ), and the Holy Spirit. So even before
the world began, Christ was there because he always existed. There
was never a time when Christ wasn’t around. Christ existed even
before light did.
Heavenly Father, you were around before the world began. You are so
amazing. Amen.
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Filled with Christ
“Christ's message in all its richness must live in your hearts. Teach
and instruct one another with all wisdom.” – Colossians 3:16 (GNT)
Did you ever squeeze an
orange so hard that
orange juice came out?
It takes some work to
squeeze that hard. But
once you do, the part of
the orange that was
hidden on the inside can
now be seen on the
outside.
What was on the inside
comes out. The same
thing happens with
Jesus.
In the Bible, Colossians 3:16 says that the message of Christ must live
in your hearts so you can teach others about him. Your heart is like
the inside of the orange. At first maybe no one knows that the
message of Christ is in your heart. But over time, as Christ grows in
you, people will see Christ in you. What is in your heart will come out.
Then you can do what the Bible says—to teach others about Jesus. It
doesn’t matter how young you are. What the world needs is more
people whose hearts are filled with Jesus so Christ can pour out of
them in great measure.
Heavenly Father, fill my heart with the message of Christ. Amen.
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Three Names of Jesus
“’…you will name him Jesus—because he will save his people from
their sins.’” – Matthew 1:21 (GNT)
As you read the Bible,
you come across
different names of
Jesus. Let’s talk about
three of them.
First, Jesus. Before
Jesus was born, an angel
appeared to Joseph,
who was Jesus’ father,
and told him to name
the baby “Jesus.” Jesus
means to save or rescue
because he saves us
from our sins.
Second, Christ. At school, you may say “Teacher,” when talking with
your teacher. Well, “teacher” isn’t their first name, it’s their title. Like
that, Christ is a title that means “anointed one.” “Anointed” means
being set apart for something special. Jesus was so special that only
he could do the things he did.
Third, Son of God. Joseph was Jesus’ earthly father, but Jesus also
had a father in heaven called God the Father. As the son of God the
Father, Jesus is the Son of God. This name is a reminder that Jesus
came from heaven. Hooray, Jesus is the rescuer, and the anointed
one, and came from heaven!
Heavenly Father, thank you for the wonderful names of Jesus. Help
me to know Jesus more. Amen.
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Head of the Church
[Jesus] is the head of his body, the church…” – Colossians 1:18 (GNT)
Do you know what the
church is? Some people
think of “church” as the
building where people
gather to sing, pray, and
learn about Jesus. But
that’s not the church,
that’s the church
building.
Others think of church
as the time they sing,
pray, and learn together.
But that’s not the church
either, that’s the church
service.
In the Bible, Colossians 1:18 says that Jesus is the head of his body,
the church. The church is really the group of people who have decided
to follow Jesus. The church is like a human body—some are like the
hands of Jesus who touch others with his love. Some are like the feet
of Jesus who go to other places. And some are like the mouth of Jesus
who speak his words.
But no one is like the head because only Jesus is the head. He sets the
direction and leads the other parts. And just as a human body can’t
survive without the head, the church can’t survive without Jesus.
Heavenly Father, thank you for the church. Help me to follow Jesus
as the head of the church. Amen.
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Looking in the Mirror
“[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God.” – Colossians 1:15 (NIV)
Have you ever made a
funny face in the
mirror? Your face
looking back at you is
called an image.
In the Bible, Colossians
1:15 says that Jesus is
the image of the
invisible God. God is
invisible, so you can't
see him. But since Jesus
is the image of God, you
can see what God is like
by looking at Jesus.
That's what it means that Jesus is the image of God. If you want to see
God, then look at Jesus, and if you want to know God, then get to
know Jesus. That's how much God wants you to know him—he sent
Jesus to Earth to show you what God is like. So you never have to
wonder what God looks like.
What an amazing Jesus—and what an amazing God. Looking at Jesus
is looking at God.
Heavenly Father, I want to know you more. Thank you that Jesus is
the image of the invisible God. Help me to keep looking at Jesus.
Amen.
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Pray Like Jesus
“…Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night
praying to God [the Father].” – Luke 6:12-13 (NIV)
Do you know what
prayer is? Prayer is
talking with God. You
can’t see God when you
talk with him, but God
can hear you.
In fact, your Heavenly
Father loves when you
pray. He loves when you
talk with him. Do you
know who else loved to
pray? Jesus.
When Jesus lived on
Earth, he made sure to
pray. Even though he was busy helping and teaching people, Jesus
took time to talk with his Heavenly Father. In the Bible, Luke 6:12-13
says that Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray. He wanted to be
alone with God. And once he started praying, it was so good that he
spent the night praying.
Sometimes other things feel more fun than praying, like watching
television shows or playing video games or reading funny books. But
since prayer was important to Jesus, let’s make prayer important to
us. Your Heavenly Father wants to hear from you because he loves it
when you pray.
Heavenly Father, thank you for wanting to hear from me. Help me to
pray like Jesus did. Amen.
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Peanut Butter & Jelly
“For [God the Father] has rescued us from…darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves...” – Colossians 1:13 (NIV)
Let’s make a peanut
butter and jelly
sandwich. Have you
ever heard the phrase,
“God loves you and has
a wonderful plan for
your life?”
Well that is certainly
true. God does love you,
and he has a wonderful
plan for your life. Think
of this as the peanut
butter. But what about
the jelly?
In the Bible, Colossians 1:13 says three things. First, God loves his
Son, Jesus. So God loves you, and God also loves Jesus. Second, Jesus
has a kingdom. So God has a plan for your life, and God also has a
plan for Jesus’ kingdom. And third, God has brought Jesus’ followers
into Jesus’ kingdom. So if you follow Jesus, he brings you into his
kingdom. This is the jelly.
We can’t make our sandwich without both ingredients. So first the
peanut better: God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.
Then the jelly: God loves his Son and has a wonderful plan for his
kingdom. Both are needed to make our sandwich and both are
needed to be a Jesus follower.
Heavenly Father, thank you for your plans. Help me to serve Jesus’
kingdom. Amen.
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The Ultimate Closer
“…Come, Lord Jesus!” – Revelation 22:20 (GNT)
In baseball, there’s a
special player called the
“closer.” Do you know
what the closer does?
He stays out of the game
until the end, then he
goes into the game to
strike out the other
team. The closer’s job is
to ensure the victory for
his team. Every baseball
team needs a good
closer.
In life, you and I need a
closer, too. There are so many situations that seem bigger than we
are—hard tests at school, things that scare us, people who are mean.
If we don’t have help, these situations can beat us. But in the Bible,
Revelation 22:20 says, “Come, Lord Jesus!” This is the last prayer of
the Bible, the closing prayer.
Do you know why it’s the closing prayer? Because Jesus is the
ultimate closer, which means he’s the greatest! He comes in and
ensures the victory for his team. This doesn’t mean you’ll win every
game or that everything will always go your way. But it does mean
that if you’re on Jesus’ team, you’ll win at life.
Heavenly Father, I want to be on Jesus’ team. Come, Lord Jesus!
Amen.
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Take Up Your Match
“…in our union with Christ Jesus [God] has created us for a life of
good deeds, which he has already prepared for us to do.”
– Ephesians 2:10 (GNT)
There once was a boy
who got lost in the
woods. He wandered
around trying to find his
way. But the day got late
and turned to night, and
he started getting cold.
Then he spotted a
surprising sight—a
campfire was all ready
for him. All he had to do
was light the match that
was there.
In the Bible, Ephesians
2:10 says that God has prepared good deeds for you to do. He planned
them way before you were even born. And when you were born, he
made you with these good deeds in mind. But here’s the thing—you
can’t do them on your own. They’re too big and too dangerous for you
to do alone.
You’re meant to do them with Jesus. Together you and Jesus can do
far more than you ever dreamed. Like the boy’s campfire, your good
deeds have already been prepared for you. So take up your match,
take up Jesus.
Heavenly Father, thank you for preparing good deeds for me. Help
me to take up Jesus. Amen.
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Jesus the Healer
“Then a man sick with a harmful skin disease came to Jesus. The
man bowed down before him and said, ‘Lord, you have the power to
heal me if you want.’ Jesus touched the man and said, ‘I want to heal
you. Be healed!’ And immediately the man was healed from his skin
disease.” – Matthew 8:2-3 (ICB)
In the Bible, a very sick
man came to Jesus. He
was tired of being sick.
Have you ever been
tired of being sick?
Maybe you had to lie in
bed all day while your
friends played outside.
Being sick isn’t fun.
This man didn’t want to
be sick anymore; he
wanted to be healed. So
he came to Jesus
because he knew Jesus
had the power to heal him. He knew Jesus was stronger than any
disease. All Jesus had to do was decide to heal him. He already had
the power to heal him. And you know what? Jesus did!
Jesus touched the man, and the man was healed. It was easy for Jesus
because Jesus is the Healer.
Heavenly Father, thank you that Jesus is the Healer. Remind me to
ask Jesus for healing when I see a need. Amen.
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God’s Precious Gift
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.”
– John 3:16 (GNT)
Have you ever given
away something you
loved? Maybe it was a
favorite toy or
something you made.
It probably wasn’t easy
to do. You may have felt
sad about it. You may
have thought about
keeping it.
But you gave it away
because you wanted the
person to receive your
precious gift.
Did you know that God the Father did the same thing for you? In the
Bible, John 3:16 says that God loved the world so much that he gave
away his only Son. In other words, God loved you so much that he
gave you his only Son, Jesus. Therefore, Jesus is the Father’s gift to
you.
That’s how much God loves you. He wanted you to have the best life
possible, and he knew the only way was to give you his Son. So he did.
God the Father did not hold anything back from you. He loves you
enough to give you Jesus.
Heavenly Father, thank you for giving me Jesus. He is such a precious
gift. Amen.
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Favorite Treasure
“...all things are worth nothing compared with the greatness of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” – Philippians 3:8 (ICB)
There once was a girl
whose daddy made her a
book. As she grew, so
did the book. Each year
her daddy added to it.
He pasted photos of
their times together and
wrote letters from his
heart. The girl treasured
the book more than
anything else—it was the
only one of its kind. She
stored it in a special box
to keep it safe from
harm.
Is there something you treasure above everything else? Maybe a gift
from a loved one or something you made? What is it? In the Bible,
Philippians 3:8 says there’s something even better than your favorite
treasure. And not only your treasure, but better than all the treasures
of the whole world. Do you know what it is?
It’s knowing Jesus. There’s nothing that compares with the greatness
of knowing him. Do you know why? Because when you have your
treasure, you only have your treasure, but when you have Jesus, you
have everything.
Heavenly Father, nothing compares to knowing Jesus. I want him to
be my favorite treasure. Amen.
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Boring, No-Good Lunches
“…be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full
understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.”
– Philemon 6 (NIV)
There once was a girl
who didn’t like the
lunches her mother
packed her for school.
She would complain
every day about her
“boring, no-good”
lunches.
Eventually her mother
said if she didn’t like
them, she should give
them away.
So the next day at lunch,
the girl stood on her
chair and made an announcement: “If anyone wants some of my
boring, no-good lunch, you can have it.”
Immediately children flocked to her, one took her apple, another her
cheese sandwich, and soon, the lunch was completely gone. Then she
thought, “Maybe my lunch wasn’t so boring and no-good after all.”
And from that day forth, she always enjoyed her lunches (and she
thanked her mother, too).
In the Bible, Philemon 6 says to “be active in sharing your faith, so
that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in
Christ.” When you keep Christ to yourself, you understand only a
little. But when you talk about Christ with others, you understand his
goodness more.
Heavenly Father, help me to talk about Christ with others. Amen.
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More Extreme
“Neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” – Romans 8:39 (NIV)
Have you ever climbed a
really high mountain?
Some mountains are so
high you need to bring
extra air with you to
breathe.
Or have you ever swam
really deep in the sea? If
you swim deep enough,
you also need extra air.
These conditions are so
extreme, the human
body can’t survive on its
own.
But in the Bible, Romans 8:39 says that neither height nor depth can
separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus. This means not
even the highest peak, the deepest trench or anything else can come
between you and God’s love. God’s love is stronger.
There’s nothing you can do, nowhere you can go, and nothing you can
say that will separate you from God’s love. You can’t hide from it,
erase it, or write over it. That’s because Jesus secures God’s love for
you. Jesus is the Lord. He is extreme. Therefore, God’s love can’t be
undone.
Heavenly Father, thank you that nothing can separate me from your
love. Jesus secures it. Amen.
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Commander of Storms
“…Then [Jesus] got up and ordered the winds and the waves to stop,
and there was a great calm.” – Matthew 8:26 (GNT)
Have you ever been in a
scary storm? Maybe the
wind swirled fast and
the daylight darkened
and the rain pounded
hard.
Sometimes the electrical
power goes out in strong
storms and the lights
don’t work. You have to
use candles or
flashlights to see, and
you don’t know when
the lights are going to
turn on again.
In the Bible, Matthew 8:26 says that Jesus was in a storm. When he
lived on Earth, he was with his friends on a boat. All of a sudden a big
storm came. Jesus’ friends got really frightened. But Jesus wasn’t
scared at all. He commanded the winds and waves to stop. He told the
storm what to do. And you know what happened? The storm stopped.
Do you know why Jesus wasn’t afraid? Because he’s the Commander
of Storms. Even the winds and waves have to listen to him. Not even
nature can resist the word of Jesus.
Heavenly Father, thank you for reminding me that Jesus is the
Commander of Storms. Help me to remember that when I feel
frightened. Amen.
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World Traveler
“... [Jesus was] killed; and with the blood of [his] death [he] bought
men for God from every tribe, language, people, and nation.”
– Revelation 5:9 (ICB)
Where’s the farthest
from home you’ve ever
traveled? Did you bring
a change of clothes?
You’ll probably agree
that the world is a very
big place with lots and
lots of people in it.
Can you imagine
remembering every
person’s name? That
would probably be
impossible.
Even with the huge amount of people in the world, God knows
everyone’s name.
In the Bible, Revelation 5:9 says that Jesus was killed in order to
bring us to God. You see, God really, really wanted you to be with
him. But the only way was for Jesus to die. Jesus had to give all of his
blood so God could have all of you. Jesus knew this is what God
wanted, so he let himself be killed for you.
Does that touch your heart? Has anyone ever died for you? The world
is a very big place with lots and lots of people in it. But by the blood of
Jesus, anyone can come to God. They don’t have to travel far.
Heavenly Father, thank you that Jesus died for me. Help me to live
for you. Amen.
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Risen!
“[Jesus] is not here; he has been raised.” – Matthew 28:6 (GNT)
After Jesus died, he was
laid in a tomb, and a big
rock was rolled in front.
This rock stopped
anyone from going into
the tomb.
In addition, guards were
ordered to stand out
front to make sure
nothing happened to
Jesus’ body. But
suddenly there was a
violent earthquake.
An angel had come to
Earth and rolled back the stone in front of the tomb. The guards
fainted because they were so afraid.
Some women who had been friends with Jesus were visiting his tomb
when this happened. According to Matthew 28:6, the angel said to
them, “[Jesus] is not here; he has been raised.” The women went
inside the tomb. What they saw made them so happy—Jesus’ body
wasn’t there. Jesus was raised back to life! Jesus was alive!
Imagine the joy they felt that their friend was alive again. You can
have the same joy because you never have to say goodbye to Jesus. He
will never die again. And that means he will never leave you. Jesus is
risen!
Heavenly Father, thank you for raising Jesus back to life. Jesus is
alive! Amen.
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Where Jesus Is Right Now
“After the Lord Jesus had spoken to [his disciples], he was taken up
into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God.” – Mark 16:19 (NIV)
After Jesus was raised
back to life, he stayed on
Earth for some time.
How long do you think
this was?
Was it a long time, like
years, or a short time,
like days? Well the Bible
says it was 40 days.
What do you think Jesus
did during the 40 days?
Did he have a huge
party? We don’t know.
But we do know that one
of the main things Jesus did was teach his followers about his
kingdom. You see, Jesus really wanted his followers to grow his
kingdom so more people would know God loved them. So he spent
time getting them ready for their job, and after 40 days, it was time to
go.
So here’s what happened—after Jesus had spoken to them, he was
taken up into heaven, which means Jesus lifted off the ground. And
once he was in heaven, Jesus sat down at the right side of God, which
is where Jesus is right now.
Heavenly Father, thank you for bringing Jesus to your side. Amen.
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Honest Prayers
[Jesus said], “When you pray, do not use a lot of meaningless
words…” – Matthew 6:7 (GNT)
Have you ever heard
someone talking so long,
you didn’t think it would
ever end? Sometimes
talking with God can be
like that.
Sometimes prayer can
get so long, it seems like
it’ll go on forever. But
just because a prayer is
really long doesn’t mean
it’s better than a short
prayer. The key is not
length, but honesty.
In the Bible, Jesus says in Matthew 6:7, “When you pray, do not use a
lot of meaningless words.” Meaningless words are extra words that
don’t have a purpose and aren’t from your heart. The opposite of
“meaningless” words is meaningful words. These are words that come
from your heart and are true.
Jesus wants you to pray honest prayers using honest words. These are
the kinds of prayers that Jesus prayed, and they’re the best kinds of
prayers. Instead of trying to impress God or impress others through
long prayers, try praying short and honest prayers from your heart,
just like Jesus did.
Heavenly Father, I want to pray honest prayers. Help me to pray like
Jesus. Amen.
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Give Thanks in All Things
“Be thankful in all circumstances. This is what God wants from you
in…Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (GNT)
There once was a man
who went to jail for a
crime he didn’t commit.
He was there for 19
years until a judge
realized they had made
a mistake. They finally
let him out.
When a newspaper
reporter asked the man
about spending 19 years
in jail, the man said,
“God is still good.”
What do you think of that? What would you have said?
In the Bible, 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to be thankful in all
circumstances. Since the verse says “all circumstances,” that means in
all things. No matter what happens—if you’re accused incorrectly or if
something bad happens—the Bible says to be thankful. Why? Because
in life, bad things will happen, but Jesus is still the King.
When you give thanks in all things, you show Jesus that you trust
him. Plus you show others that they can trust Jesus, too. Giving
thanks helps you focus on Jesus and not on the problem. That’s what
God wants from you.
Heavenly Father, thank you that Jesus is the King. Help me to give
thanks all things. Amen.
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Friend of Jesus
“’…I call you friends, because I have told you everything I heard
from my Father.’” – John 15:15 (GNT)
Did you ever hear
something so amazing
you didn’t think it was
true? Maybe you heard
some really good news
and because the news
was so good, you didn’t
believe it.
When has that
happened to you? What
was the news about?
When you know Jesus,
this can happen all the
time.
That’s how amazing Jesus is. Think of what we’ve learned so far. At
other times, we’ve said that Jesus holds the whole universe together.
And his name is higher than any other name. And Jesus keeps all of
God’s promises. Wow, these are all amazing things.
But here’s something else that sounds too amazing to be true. You can
be a friend of Jesus. Let me say that again. You can be a friend of
Jesus. Even though Jesus is doing important things like holding the
universe together, he still wants to be your friend. Now that’s really
amazing! The question is, “Will you let him?”
Heavenly Father, wow, Jesus wants to be my friend. Help me to treat
him as my friend, Amen.
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Holding the Universe Together
“[Jesus] [sustains] the universe with his powerful word.”
– Hebrews 1:3 (GNT)
Do you know how big
the universe is? The
universe includes
everything that was
created—every planet
and galaxy—and
everything else in outer
space.
The universe is so big
that you can’t get from
one end to the other, not
in the fastest space ship
ever made. There isn’t a
word to describe how
huge the universe is.
In the Bible, Hebrews 1:3 says that Jesus sustains the whole universe.
To sustain means to “hold together.” The opposite of holding together
is falling apart. As huge as the universe is, Jesus is right now holding
the whole thing together. If he were to let go, the universe would
become a big blob or maybe nothing at all.
But how does Jesus hold everything together? The Bible says it’s by
his powerful word. By just the word of his mouth, Jesus is sustaining
all of us, so we don’t become a big blog or nothing at all. His word is
so powerful!
Heavenly Father, it’s amazing that Jesus holds the universe together
with his powerful word. Help me to learn and listen to his word.
Amen.
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The Most Famous Name
“…God raised [Jesus] to the highest place above and gave him the
name that is greater than any other name.” – Philippians 2:9 (GNT)
Do you know what being
famous is? It means that
many people know
about you.
People can be famous
for acting in movies,
having good looks, being
good at sports, or having
lots of money. Can you
think of some famous
people? What are their
names?
In the Bible, Philippians
2:9 says that God the
Father gave Jesus the name that is greater than any other name. The
name of Jesus is the most famous name. His name is greater than any
famous person you can think of—alive or not living.
Do you know why? Because God the Father raised Jesus to the
highest place. With the highest place comes the greatest name. But
many people don’t know who Jesus is, what he did or what he’s doing
now. You can help to make Jesus famous by telling others about him.
Heavenly Father, you raised Jesus to the highest place. Thank you for
giving him the greatest name. Help me to make Jesus famous to those
who don’t know him. Amen.
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God’s Great Promise Keeper
“For it is [Jesus] who is the “Yes” to all of God’s promises.”
– 2 Corinthians 1:20 (GNT)
Have you ever broken a
promise? A promise is
something you say you’ll
do, like “I promise to
clean my room.”
When you don’t do what
you say you will do,
that’s called breaking
your promise.
In the Bible, 2
Corinthians 1:20 says
that Jesus is the “Yes” to
all of God’s promises.
God has made thousands of promises in the Bible. That’s about as
many as all the stars you can see in the sky.
You know what? God has never broken any of his promises! How has
he done that? Because Jesus completes every single one of them. This
is what it means that Jesus is the “Yes” to all of God’s promises. Jesus
completes God’s promises. He is the answer to all of them. So you
never have to be afraid that God will break his promises because
Jesus is God’s Great Promise Keeper!
Heavenly Father, I’m happy you keep all of your promises. Thank you
that Jesus is your Great Promise Keeper. Help me to keep trusting in
Jesus. Amen.

30

The Most Important
“God made Christ more important than all rulers, authorities,
powers, and kings. Christ is more important than anything in this
world or in the next world.” – Ephesians 1:21 (ICB)
Who do you think is a
really important person?
The President of the
United States? The
principal at school?
Your mom or dad?
These people are all very
important, but there’s
someone even more
important. In the Bible,
Ephesians 1:21 says that
Christ is more
important than all
rulers, authorities,
powers, and kings.
You can list important people all day long and you still won’t find a
more important person. That’s because God put Christ at the center
of all creation and gave him all rule and authority. One day all rulers
will bow down to Christ.
But Jesus isn’t just the most important person in this world. The
Bible says he’s the most important in the next world, too. We don’t
know what the next world will be like, but we do know that Jesus will
be the center of it. So let’s treat Jesus as the most important person
he is.
Heavenly Father, help me to treat Jesus as the most important person
he is. Amen.

